Theatre Appreciation [Online]
THE2000 - Fall 2025

Instructor: Tom Vazquez
Office Hours: Wednesday or Thursday by appointment
Email: thomasvazquez@ufl.edu

COURSE OUTCOMES

In this course, students will explore dramatic structure, techniques, and various
organizational elements. The course provides an introduction to theatre as a
collaborative art form through the critical analysis of its historical context, production,
theory, and connections to theatrical literature, including the Western cannon.

GENERAL EDUCATION OBJECTIVES

Humanities courses must afford students the ability to think critically through the
mastering of subjects concerned with human culture, especially literature, history, art,
music, and philosophy, and must include selections from the Western canon.
Humanities courses provide instruction in the history, key themes, principles,
terminology, and theory or methodologies used within a humanities discipline or the
humanities in general. Students will learn to identify and to analyze the relevant factors
that shape thought. These courses emphasize clear and effective analysis and
approach issues and problems from multiple perspectives. For this course, recorded
lectures will provide the framework for understanding the theatrical arts and how they
connect to human culture. Additional instruction will come through the reading of
celebrated and award-winning American plays.

https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/

GENERAL EDUCATION STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Content: Students demonstrate competence in the terminology, concepts, theories and
methodologies used within the discipline. This will be measured through quizzes,
exams, and a final exam.

Communication: Students communicate knowledge, ideas and reasoning clearly and
effectively in written forms appropriate to the discipline. This will be measured through
short papers based on watching live performance which will offer opportunities for
self-reflection in relationship to the material.

Critical Thinking: Students analyze information carefully and logically from multiple
perspectives, using discipline-specific methods, and develop reasoned solutions to
problems. This will be measured through homework assignments.


https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/

Student Learning Outcomes:

e Students will identify the basic principles of theatrical performance, design,
technology, organization, and management.

e Students will assess the social significance and the human condition as
expressed through the performing arts.

e Students will explore and interpret works of art utilizing creative and critical
thinking skills.
Students will demonstrate college-level writing.
Students will define, compare and contrast theater as both an expressive art form
and a commercial industry.

REQUIREMENTS
To succeed in this course, all students must participate fully in the activities listed below:
Close readings of assigned textbook chapters, plays, and posted material

e Watch video lectures and supplementary videos

e Every week, take a quiz on assigned readings and videos

e Every week, post a response to a prompt on the Discussions board

e Attend two theatrical performances and write a critique about each one (Note:

see Required Performances for more details on this requirement)
e Produce a creative project based on a required play

Assignment due dates can be seen by choosing the Calendar button on the left-hand
side of the screen. Late submissions will be allowed after the due date, but will
result in a 20% deduction for each day late; after 5 days students will
automatically receive a 0, unless there are extenuating circumstances. In those
situations, you should contact the course instructor and provide evidence, such as a
screenshot of an error message, or a doctor’s note.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK

Theatrical Worlds, ed. Charlie Mitchell. ISBN: 1616101660 - University Press of Florida
This book was developed in response to the high cost of theatre textbooks. A free pdf
version is available at https://opensourcetheatretextbook.wordpress.com/

REQUIRED PLAYS

You can purchase any edition of these plays from any source but get them at the
beginning of the semester. After a few weeks, unsold books in the campus bookstore
are returned to the publishers. There is no valid excuse for not locating a copy of the
play, including waiting for third party vendors. In this course, we will cover material that
you may find controversial or challenging. If you have had personal experiences or
beliefs that might seriously affect your participation, | encourage you to read about the


https://opensourcetheatretextbook.wordpress.com/

required plays and performances above before deciding to stay in the course. All of the
following texts should be available in the bookstore, but | will also link other versions for
purchase:

Doubt: A Parable by John Patrick Shanley

The Elaborate Entrance Chad Deity by Kristoffer Diaz

Machinal by Sophie Treadwell

Honky by Greg Kalleres

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

M. Butterfly by David Henry Hwang (don’t use the 2017 revival version)
Anna in the Tropics by Nilo Cruz

The Laramie Project by Moises Kaufman

REQUIRED PERFORMANCES

For this class, you are required to see two live shows which will be the basis for two
short papers and may also be the topic of some quiz questions. This is a requirement
for those in sections REGO and UFOU.

GRADING

The assignments in this course are weighed based on category, with their weights
shown below. Final grades will be rounded to the nearest integer.
A 93-100

A- 90

B+ 87

B 83

B- 80

C+77

C73

C-70

D+ 67

D 63

D- 60

E 0-59

A minimum grade of C is required for general education credit.
Information on current UF grading policies for assigning grade points can be found in
the online catalog at https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx



https://www.amazon.com/Doubt-Parable-John-Patrick-Shanley/dp/1559362766/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1XB2CB33NDNPR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5V8ymt2l_qsZch4VzRCk5-9AXDn1WYBNR7GWRs31oWwgXkHV-Yy3ini7qZgBD3rsAazz8na_zlU85gS8J-74E6FKskPX6AsTYDoLX37YeSRRqya6QyEYtayE_t1RsU4gePRX0exO0syOM_MXOQScFKf0WXhuWilttoFhGEGbLCU.l4594_zLzsGsxWQXJ6VKcjNRrpsl-UNbCxIW5CCsh9E&dib_tag=se&keywords=doubt+a+parable&qid=1755749353&sprefix=doubt+%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elaborate-Entrance-Chad-Deity/dp/0573699674/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SF3G5KVMI1DG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.iTjU8ObJgQCJMTct4si8Fbgv3Qf8jsw3sM4FVugdXWI.UFURHvVEnEEGqDWXZLAunxskOi38uzSOpN8Xw5cbR68&dib_tag=se&keywords=elaborate+entrance+of+chad+deity&qid=1755749624&sprefix=elaborate+entrance+of+%2Caps%2C123&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Machinal-National-Theatre-Sophie-Treadwell/dp/1854592114/ref=sr_1_1?crid=302O5OUU7G3VL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WxMynkB1Q6xnHUtxkbFqjA5kKXAzJ5nuKEeRdOjivw1oOUCAql3995Gdxoi0uXpQffrr5C-mchpCSm6S8et900sxf7u7RsMB3RE4_s2BruCIGIcIMEdszPNTdFSttl2vi-vsHrvW-OS_yfHMPNbMB2_E68Ec6BDUroIm8vx8Lom-DUSuyPz0UZhhbhdWi6zMOJZ3xULOHlh3d9NZTbhhtr7__nNX7A95ayV53dNZcV0.r0H6FJrJTiIRva-fEZFTyMiFW7CfELPej0PVOjJCgog&dib_tag=se&keywords=machinal&qid=1755749752&sprefix=machinal%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.dramatists.com/cgi-bin/db/single.asp?key=4908
https://www.amazon.com/Raisin-Sun-Lorraine-Hansberry/dp/0679755330/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IYGX21516Q4F&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4EvKQNBL9W_yC1jT1w4cNA5PJ_ag0wROjO0jKW1LHvUbZhcb6o6TmerF1vzwbT9OxtA5eXR0550z_oBvY9eU2ee1BqYT0HQhoDspDs8JZOZHWwkDUokTr8x0rF-93hq113S9M9jgzBMcJRGe95KVF9AIWSreY2NKHQQJ5nPgaQqr3AejT-lo3IvaIbTnjA-tIIQfQCGZj63R_3uqn9tldugNJIPgKh93mYNchBO1ZU8.iKrOam5dua0YbE1C6kaZS28zzB2HQXK7LNS8_aox7PU&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+raisin+in+the+sun&qid=1755749868&sprefix=a+raisin+in+%2Caps%2C187&sr=8-1
https://www.dramatists.com/cgi-bin/db/single.asp?key=1016
https://www.dramatists.com/cgi-bin/db/single.asp?key=3432
https://www.amazon.com/Laramie-Project-Moises-Kaufman/dp/0822217805/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1IKVFC6S8KJL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.12_cqLwFin8aycZSJYvRbNxfLeRNrJlYlVFW_8-3JdTDVq9SFNUteTzHn3bQZqJ_Fks6lGw8eCqMlQEoTPxomj3joWY1NK-BsdhSPu8bATN8XiUxLG3W4yZ12nsQXwixMX20Ac6Lj0WqdZAfqPIXUYEmP-WYWkOFP2CYuP--cPneJzfsp5R8JFMCh87nZUX_X2SZ__hX1ECXMxpve7_--0ahVgfvx6H4tjKHI3HeJGM.nD2N7lR4N8qyMHOkIaMBw8U_S-fQfVdi4zZqQIloZao&dib_tag=se&keywords=laramie+project&qid=1755749967&sprefix=laramie+project%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-2
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx

THE HONOR CODE & PLAGIARISM

As a result of completing the registration form at the University of Florida, every student
has signed the following statement: “I understand that the University of Florida expects
its students to be honest in all their academic work. | agree to this commitment to
academic honesty and understand that my failure to comply with this commitment may
result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.” If you
violate the Honor Code, you will automatically receive a failing grade in this class. |
understand getting behind and panicking when due dates arrive but you are better off
telling me you screwed up and ask for help rather than risk your academic future.

The following are Honor Code violations:

Cheating on a quiz

Soliciting quiz answers from other students

Writing a paper about a show you did not see

Uploading anything from this course to an outside website

Plagiarism (i.e., using someone else's words or ideas without attribution)
o Submitting Al generated material
o Cutting and pasting text from a website

Ignorance of the definition of plagiarism or the absence of intent to deceive does not
constitute an acceptable defense in matters of scholarly dishonesty. College is not a
system to beat. It is a space where, for four years, people like me want to know what
you think.

So how do you avoid plagiarism? It is simple. Always cite your sources. lt is fine to build
upon the ideas of others or use them to support your own argument. All you have to do
is give the original thinker credit. Think of yourself as joining a community of thinkers
that's been debating since the beginning of time. It's ok to agree or disagree with the
ideas of other thinkers and use them to make a point. You just need to tell me who said
it first. This is why using Al is not permitted. Artificial intelligence pulls sources
and synthesizes them into text but you have no idea where it got the information.
Find reliable sources with some kind of institutional stamp -- a news organization or
university entity, for example -- people who are invested in the accuracy of the material.

LEARNING DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities requesting accommodations need to register with the Disability
Resource Center (352-392-8565/ hitps://disability.ufl.edu/). Once registered, students
will receive an accommodation letter that must be presented when requesting
accommodations. Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as



https://disability.ufl.edu/).

possible in the semester. If you do not have a disability but feel you need help with your
writing, contact https://studentsuccess.ufl.edu/.

AVAILABILITY

If you have something you want to discuss with me, feel free to call me or send me an
email. You are never “bothering” me. During these times, | will be happy to go over your
work and suggest improvements. If your schedule conflicts with my office hours, contact
me and we will come up with another time to meet.

EVALUATIONS

Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals.
Guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available
at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will be notified when the evaluation
period opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from
GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to
students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/.

Your ongoing enrollment is confirmation that you understand and will comply with the
requirements of this course. | reserve the right to alter the syllabus and course outline if
necessary.

COLLEGE-LEVEL WRITING

One of the course objectives is to help you learn how to write paragraphs and papers in
the college-level writing style.

The University Writing Studio has a series of videos explaining how to better write in this
style at https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/video-resources/writing-videos/.



https://studentsuccess.ufl.edu/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/video-resources/writing-videos/

